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Ministry of Community, Family and Children’s Services

PLAYGROUND SAFETY

REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL LICENSED CHILD CARE
OPERATORS:

L TO MEET THE CURRENT CSA STANDARD FOR CHILDREN’S
PLAYSPACES AND EQUIPMENT - CAN/CSA Z614; AND

1L TO MEET THE MINISTRY’'S PLAYGROUND SAFETY POLICY

Effective: September 30,1999 Revised: August 2003

BACKGROUND:

Most significant injuries to young children oceur on outdoor playgrounds. In recent years, research and
investigations into playground-related injuries resulted in the Canadian Institute of Child Health forming
a task foree to develop guidelines for playground safety.

In June 1990, 4 Guideline for Children’s Playspaces And Equipment was approved as a National
Standard of Canada. Europe and the United States have set similar standards for playground safety.

The only Standard in Canada for playgrounds is the CAN/CSA Z614 Standard (the Standard) for
Children’s Playspaces and Equipment. This Standard was first published in 1990 and was revised in
1991, 1998 and 2003. Appendix C in this guideline is a comparison summary chart indicating the
changes from 1998. The Standard applies to any public outdoor play area, including child care centres.
The Standard does not apply to home-made equipment or play equipment intended for backyard use, or
soft contained play with controlled public access.

Public Playground Equipment is defined as “a play structure/equipment with at least one designated play
surface, anchored to the ground or not intended to be moved, meant for use in play areas of schools,
parks, chiid care centres, institutions, multiple~-family dwellings, private resorts, recreation developments,
restaurants and other areas of public use.”

The Standard recognizes two distinct user age groups: 18 months to 5 years; and 5 to 12 years



THE NEW REQUIREMENTS OF THE CSA
STANDARD FOR CHILDREN’S PLAYSPACES AND
EQUIPMENT:

L NEW OR NEWLY RENOVATED:

The new CSA Standard equipment configuration requirements apply to any new playground or newly
renovated playground. Damaged or worn components are to be repaired or replaced to meet the Standard.

1L SURFACING: {(NEW AND EXISTING PLAYGROUNDS)

The CSA Standard requires that all surfaces, including existing surfaces, must provide and be maintained
to provide acceptable shock-absorbing performance, as set out in the Standard, regardless of the age of the
site. This requirement means that regular maintenance of surfaces (raking, lifting, re-distributing) must
be provided on an ongoing basis. Periodic site testing of installed protective surfacing is recommended.

III. ROUTINE MAINTENANCE AND INSPECTIONS:
(NEW AND EXISTING PLAYGROUNDS)

1) Daily Visual inspection:
The CSA Standard requires that a daily visual inspection shall be carried out by the owner,
maintenance inspector, caregiver, or custodian to identify defects or emerging problems.

*  Checking the entire playground area for hazardous debris or litter;
®  Checking for damage caused by vandalism;
*  Checking for strings and ropes of any kind and removing them,

2} Detailed And Documented Monthly Inspection, With A Plan Of Action:
"The CSA Standard requires that “a comprehensive maintenance program shall be developed for each
playground as a whole. Generally, all equipment shall be inspected frequently for any potential
hazards.” A detailed inspection shall be carried out every month and the results and actions taken
entered in a permanent record that can be examined.
These inspections shall include, but are not limited to:
®  Checking for any damage and wear, (i.c. broken or missing components to equipment,
anything tied to or added on to the equipment, or other features caused by vandalism or
wear);
*  Checking for any broken or missing handrails, guardrails, stairs or ladder rungs, etc.;
*  Checking for damaged fences, gates and retaining walls.

% When defects are observed, the Standard states that the defects shall be immediately reported within
the organization and repaired as soon as possible. Details of the defect or problem will require a plan
of action in writing. Should the repair take time, all reasonable steps shall be taken to bar access to
the defective equipment. Cordoning off the defective area must be done in a safe manner. Warning
or danger signs alone are not acceptable. Ropes or plastic tape cannot be used. Removal of the
defective equipment may, in some cases, be the only solution. If some areas of the playground



remain in use by children of the child care centre the entire playground must be supervised at all
times.

3) Seasonal Maintenance Inspection:
The CSA Standard requires that seasonal maintenance inspections are to be done to assess the
playground site and equipment in preparation for summer or winter use. The seasonal inspections are
to be completed and recorded in a permanent record.

4) Annual Comprehensive Inspection and Written Report:
The CSA Standard requires that every year a comprehensive inspection and a written report shall be
completed by the owner or a representative. The results of the inspection and a plan of action shall be
entered in a permanent record that can be examined.

MINISTRY POLICY FOR PLAYGROUND SAFETY:

The Ministry of Community, Family and Children’s Services has adopted the current CSA Standard,
CAN/CSA Z614, as an indicator of whether a playground is in a safe and clean condition and keptin a
good state of repair. Operators of licensed child care centres will be required to meet the Standard.

Section 16 of Regulation 262, under the Day Nurseries Act, requires that operators of a day nursery shall
ensure that the equipment and furnishings are maintained in a safe and clean condition and kept in a good
state of repair. This section applies to both indoors and out.

Section 5 (1) of Regulation 262, under the Day Nurseries Act, requires that child care operators submit
playground plans to the ministry for approval, prior to initial construction or proposed alterations or
renovations. The plans must show the layout of the site and equipment. All new playground equipment
and installations must meet the CSA standard. Comphance with the CSA Standard must be verified in
writing, by an independent certified inspector, and a copy must be submitted to the ministry.

OPERATORS ARE REQUIRED TO:

1. All licensed child care operators must provide and maintain a protective soft surfacing material below
any play equipmment, on playground sites, that meets the acceptable shock-absorbing performance,
regardless of the age of the site.

2. Develop a detailed Playground Safety Log that records:

= Repairs, removal or installation of equipment, including dates and companies;

= Injury log — accident and/or injury reports specific to the playground shall be kept separate
from other accident reports;

= Daily inspection checklists - done in writing, prior to the children entering the playground
area;

= Monthly maintenance inspection — records any hazards or defects which need immediate
attention or that requires a plan of action to resolve the problem within a specific timeframe;

= Seasonal maintenance inspection — records preparation plans for summer or winter use;
Annual inspection — an inspection completed with a comprehensive written report based on
the criteria set out in Appendix B1.2, B2 and B3. Annual playground safety inspections will
be kept in a permanent record, available for examination at any time; and

= A plan of action recorded, based on the results of the annual inspection, including timeframes
to address each specific issue.
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